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Travel Callander and Crieff hotels offer a tempting weekend break

Good reason

to stay home
this summer

B CHRIS MARSHALL

O illustrious a past does

the Roman Camp Hotel

have that the building
counts former prime ministers
and Peter Pan author JM Bar-
rie among its one-time resi-
dents.

Originally built as hunt-
ing lodge in 1625, it was pur-
chased by Viscount Esher in
the late 19th century and only
became a hotel after the Esher
family sold the property in
1939.

News reader
holiday
service offers

YO
G IDE a wide range
of holidays

to suit all tastes and
budgets. For a brochure
call:

0131-620 8344

R The Evening

Today, visitors to this se-
cluded hotel are greeted by
an imperious looking peacock
who struts across the car park.

Reached via a tree-lined
drive off Callander’s high
street, the hotel sits on the
banks of the River Teith.

We arrived at the hotel on
a glorious June evening and
promptly checked into its im-
pressive restaurant, which
prides itself on using some of
the finest local produce Perth-
shire has to offer.

Pre-dinner drinks are served
in the drawing room which
boasts a magnificent view of
the river and the leaping salm-
on which no doubt often end
up on guests’ dinner plates.

For a traditional Scottish
hotel housed in a grand sev-
enteenth century building, the
restaurant’s menu has a con-
temporary feel.

We dined from the four
course set dinner menu pre-

MAINS ATTRACTION: The dining room at Knock Castle Hotel and Spa, Crieff, Perthshire

pared by chef Ian McNaught,
the centrepiece of which was
saddle of roe deer presented
on a bed on polenta and beet-
root.

A starter of gazpacho with
parmesan foam was a treat,
but the highlight of the meal
was the dessert - a delicious
coconut creme brulee and soft
cheese sorbet.

After a post-dinner consti-
tutional along the banks of
the river, it was time for bed
and we were lucky enough to

be staying in one of the ho-
tel’s grandest suites - the Lady
Esher room.

“Biggest selling point
was the restaurant’s
fantastic views - one of
the bestin Scotland”

After a restful night we were
on the road again and heading

in the direction of Crieff. For-
merly operated as a health spa
under a different name, Knock
Castle is now rather more lux-
urious and boasts a stunning
rooftop restaurant with pano-
ramic views of the surround-
ing countryside.

Once the 19th century bari-
onal home of shipping mag-
nate Lady MacBrayne, the
hotel has recently undergone
an expensive refit.

Guests know they are in for
a restful time when they drive

TRAVEL FACTS

The Roman Camp
Hotel, off Main Street,
Callander. Tel 01877-
330 003

Knock Castle Hotel and
Spa, Drummond Ter-
race, Crieff. Tel 01764-
650 088

past a sign at the hotel’s en-
trance announcing a ban on
under 18s. We were treated to
the Lady Mary suite, which sits
atop the hotel’s central stair-
case and boasts commanding
treetop views of Crieff and
Perthshire beyond.

After a relaxing massage
and some time spent in the
hotel pool and steam room it
was time for dinner.

Locally sourced produce in-
cluded a starter of salmon and
capers followed by a satisfying
main course of lamb, aspara-
gus and creamy mash.

But the biggest selling point
was the restaurant’s fantastic
views of the surrounding hills,
perhaps one of the best vistas
enjoyed by any eatery in Scot-
land.

The night we stayed, Scot-
land was enjoying a mini heat-
wave with soaring tempera-
tures and clear skies which
allowed for enjoying the sun-
set.

All in all, a weekend of rest
and tranquility amid some of
the country’s most beautiful
scenery.

And with our batteries fully
re-charged it was back to work
on Monday morning.
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by Rail

from Edinburgh

London Theatre
Showstopper

3 days, from £199-95pp

Friday departures throughout 2010

The West End is home to the capital's

READER HOLIDAY

Price includes:

* Return standard class
rail travel to London
from Edinburgh

* A top price ticket for a
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BERWICK-UPON-TWEED WINTER SPECIAL 3 da
inc. subject to ava:hbnlng Available from
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Ist October 2010 until'28th February 2
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I CAMPING CARAVANNING

JEDWATER CARAVAN PARK, JEDBURGH 07711 418419 or
(01835) 840219 email lnfo@ edwater.co.uk w jedwa-
ter.co.uk Award winning fdm]é’ owned park Sllllat(.d on
the banks of the river jed, ide
walking and go
Shower block. Jouxusy caravans for hire &
tents & motor homes welcome. For reviews on park please

ally located for fishing
ng. Recently reﬁlrblshed toilet and
sale, tourers

www.ukcampsite.co.uk/sites/reviews.asp?revid =3447

SUMMER LIFESTYLE AT GREENLAW
CARAVAN PARK Quality Caravans and log cabins for sale
n the Riverside whe
waterfall A perfect blend of relaxation and socialisation
a Scottish
appointment to view or book a short break dt

www.greenlawcaravanpark Tel: 01361884075

re herons, fish and otters play at the

Borders village. Make an

s DBB

fireplaces. Tel:

7900. Emall mfo@thecastleberwlckupontweed co.uk

Friday evening show of
your choice from our
selection

* 2 nights stay at a
4 star London hotel
with breakfast

* Free time in London
for siiht-seeing
and shopping

best-loved and long-standing theatres. We offer
an extensive selection of tickets for all the top
shows and musicals. Choose from our great
selection including Billy Elliot, Grease,
Jersey Boys, Les Misérables, Mamma Mial,
Oliver!, Phantom of the Opera,
The Lion King, We Will Rock You, Wicked
and lots more!

Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782
Single supplement applies. Subject to availability.

www.holidays.scotsman.com
Call 0131 620 8400

Lines open Mon-Fri between 9.30am - 430pm Answer machine at all other times.
Email holidayoffers@scotsman.com

JoHaven M BLACKPOOL

BLACKPOOL MaKfalr Hotel Lic, Scottish couple David and

at the NEC, Birmingham

2 days, from £149-95pp

Departing 13 November 2010

Top Gear Live is returning with another brand
new, action packed and explosive show

for 2010. With Jeremy Clarkson, Richard
Hammond and James May and of course,
The Stig doing what they do best (and
sometimes what they don't), this live action
show features breath-taking stunts performed
by some of the world's finest precision drivers
combined with amazing special effects to give
you an experience like no other!

Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782.
Single supplement applies. Subject to availabiliy.

I [RELAND

WWW.HOTEL-IRELAND.COM Great deals to Dublin hotels.
Low prices, wide choice & instant confirmation. Book
ol e G s FRE on 0806 913 0651

prﬁear
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THE PRICE INCLUDES:

* Access to MPH The Prestige &
Performance Motor Show

* ASilver Seat ticket for
Top Gear Live. (Ticket upgrades
to Gold or Platinum packages are
available at a supplement)

* Ovemight stay ata 3 or 4 star
Midlands area hotel with dinner
and full English breakfast

« Official Show Guide

* Free time in Bi ham city centre

* Return coach travel from Edinburgh

DaysoutUK.com is the number 1 place
for discounted days out in the UK.

caravan

+Camping

Haggerston Castle Holiday Park, Linda would like to welcome you to their recently refur-
Northumberland bished hotel in central Blackpool which is close to the
# 5-Star Par Beach, Blackpool Tower and shops! All rooms are en-suite

# NEW Extended
& Refurbished
Heated Indoor

and we offer limited FREE parking. Bed and Breakfast

Opppn with reductions for Seniors and children!
Avmldbllny left for Darts week starting 18 July!82
Palatine Road  Visit www.blackpool-mayfairhotel.co.uk
Tel (01253) 620992 or email mayfairhotel@tiscali.co.uk

BLACKPOOL OFFERS AT BEVERLEY DEAN FROM £20
. close to
M

Call 0131 620 8400

Lines open Mon-Fri between 9.30am - 4.30pm Answer machine at all other times.

Email holidayoffers@scotsman.com # Kids’ Clubs

+ Entertainment

+ Horse Riding |

+ Spa Treatment Rooms
Call: 0871231 0865
Click: caravancamping.co.uk/
haggerstoncastle

4 e St s oo o
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Min call charges apply.

Promenade, Pleasure Beacl o . on -
Friday £70; daily from £20. Sorty no stag or hen parties.
T 01253 '!4442 . www.beverleydean.co.u’

CORNHILL HOTEL

@ gotoblackpooltoday.co.uk
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